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MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH  OF  WEST  BROMWICH. 


Population  in  1891 
Area 


...  59,419 

5,710  Acres 


Rateable  Value  of  Property  assessed  to  the 

Relief  of  the  Poor,  November,  1900  ...  £218,329  10  0 

Rateable  Value  of  Property  assessed  to  the 

General  District  Rate,  November,  1900...  £197,715  8  9 

Number  of  Houses  in  the  Borough,  November, 

1900  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,551 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
SANITARY  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  COUNTY 
BOROUGH  OF  WEST  BROMWICH. 


Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  present  to  you  my  eleventh  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Borough  under  my  charge  as  Medical 
Officer.  I  do  not  propose  in  this  Report  to  present  to 
you  any  retrospect  of  the  state  of  West  Bromwich  during 
the  nineteenth  century,  hut  shall  refer  to  such  statistics 
in  a  report  subsequent  to  the  census,  which  is  due  to  be 
taken  on  the  ensuing  1st  of  April.  It  will  then  be  possible 
to  set  out  with  accuracy  the  death-rates  of  the  Borough 
during  the  whole  of  its  history,  and  to  put  before  you  a 
comparative  statement  of  the  growth  and  progress  of  our 
population. 

Meantime,  during  the  past  year  the  Sanitary  Depart¬ 
ment  has  not  been  idle.  The  Infectious  Hospital  has  been 
opened  to  cases  of  typhoid  fever  with  excellent  results. 
The  Committee  have  decided  to  adopt  the  bacteriological 
test  for  typhoid  fever  and  for  phthisis,  and  further  steps 
are  in  preparation  for  dealing  with  the  latter  disease. 
The  new  Act  of  Parliament  promoted  by  the  Corporation 
has  become  law,  and  will  shortly  be  in  operation,  while 
the  powers  conferred  thereby  will  undoubtedly  tend  to  the 
general  improvement  of  the  town. 

The  epidemic  of  peripheral  neuritis,  which  has  caused 
so  much  excitement  in  other  places,  and  which  has  been 
traced  to  the  presence  of  arsenic  in  beer,  has  passed  over 
West  Bromwich.  Ho  fatal  cases  have  occurred,  and  but 
very  few  suspicious  cases  have  been  noticed.  In  con- 
*  nection  with  this  matter,  I  have  been  visited  by  Dr.  Darra 
Mair,  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  Dr.  Reid,  of 
the  Staffordshire  County  Council,  to  whom  every  informa¬ 
tion  has  been  supplied,  and  who  are  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  action  which  has  been  taken.  Ho  samples  taken 
within  the  Borough  were  contaminated. 
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The  statistical  returns  appear  as  in  previous  years  on 
forms  A  and  B,  by  the  express  permission  of  Dr.  Power, 
who  has  deferred  the  use  of  the  new  and  extended  statis¬ 
tical  tables  till  the  issue  of  my  next  report. 

I. — VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Ten  years  ago  the  population  of  the  Borough  amounted 
to  59,500  in  round  numbers,  the  increase  from  1881  having 
been  no  more  than  3,200.  If  the  population  has  not  in¬ 
creased  more  rapidly  during  the  past  ten  years,  the  census 
will  only  show  63,000  inhabitants.  On  the  other  hand, 
careful  enquiry  has  been  made  into  the  number  of  in¬ 
habited  houses  in  the  Borough,  and  a  number  has  been 
arrived  at  of  13,550.  It  has  been  customary  to  reckon  five 
persons  to  a  house,  and  on  this  mode  of  calculation  the 
population  will  amount  to  67,750,  which  I  am  quite  sure 
it  does  not.  Under  these  circumstances  I  have  set  down 
the  estimated  population  at  64,000,  and  trust  it  will  be 
found  fairly  near  the  truth. 

The  births  of  the  year  amount  to  2,242,  a  few  less  than 
last  year’s  figures,  amounting  to  a  birth-rate  of  35  per 
1,000.  Much  has  recently  been  written  about  the  decline 
in  the  British  birth-rate,  and  a  decline  is  perceptible  in 
our  own  case,  the  rate  having  dropped  from  an  average  of 
44  in  the  “  seventies  ”  to  its  present  figure. 

One  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  deaths  have 
been  recorded  during  1900,  a  figure  which  gives  a  rate  per 
1,000  of  22.7,  which  is  slightly  in  excess  of  last  year,  but 
not  much  different  from  our  average  rate.  Of  this  total, 
106  occurred  in  the  various  institutions  of  the  Borough 
among  those  who  do  not  reside  in  the  Borough,  and  in  addi¬ 
tion  there  were  recorded  56  cases  of  death  from  accident 
and  violence.  The  total  number  of  deaths  among  residents 
from  natural  causes  is  thus  20.1  per  1,000. 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  children  failed  to  reach 
their  first  natal  anniversary,  and  this  amounts  to  196  per 
1,000  births ;  add  to  this  22  7  deaths  between  one  and  five 
years  of  age,  and  the  grand  total  of  deaths  under  five  years 
of  age  amounts  to  666 — truly  a  terrible  death-roll. 
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Tlie  deaths  from  zymotic  disease  were  213,  and  include 
scarlet  fever,  9  (4  being  from  Hands  worth) ;  typhoid  fever, 
25  (2  from  Wednesbury) ;  77  from  measles,  77  from 

diarrhoea,  23  from  whooping  cough,  and  2  from  diphtheria. 
Further  comment  on  these  deaths  will  be  found  under  the 
head  of  notifications,  etc. 

The  complete  analysis  of  me  deaths  works  out  thus  :  — 
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II.— SANITARY  WORK. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIONS  DISEASES. 

The  distribution  of  infectious  disease  is  fully  set  out 
in  Table  B,  but  a  few  comments  are  necessary  to  render 
the  figures  more  intelligible  to  the  reader.  The  total 
number  of  cases  reported  in  the  year  was  447,  which 
though  in  excess  of  1899  is  not  an  undue  number  for  the 
Borough.  Of  these,  scarlet  fever  produced  189,  typhoid 
fever  112,  diphtheria  22,  croup  5,  continued  fever  1,  puer¬ 
peral  fever  6,  and  erysipelas  119.  The  last  disease  is 
simply  a  farce,  as  numbers  of  trivial  cases  are  reported  in 
which  no  action  is  taken  by  the  authority,  and  nothing  is 
gained  by  the  report,  except  2s.  6d.  to  the  notifier. 

Of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  117  were  admitted,  or  61 
per  cent.,  which  is  not  so  high  as  to  be  a  matter  for  con¬ 
gratulation.  Of  the  typhoid  cases,  54  were  admitted  out 
of  112.  This  practically  represents  all  the  cases  who  could 
not  have  isolation  at  home,  except  such  cases  as  were 
certified  too  ill  to  be  removed. 

Of  the  cases  of  diphtheria,  18  were  referred  to  the 
Mason  ETniversity  College  for  bacteriological  verification, 
and  in  6  cases  the  bacilli  typical  of  the  disease  were 
detected.  It  does  not  follow  that  they  were  invariably 
absent  in  those  cases  in  which  the  specimen  did  not  show 
them.  Opportunity  is  given  for  verification  in  every  case. 
Your  Committee  have  now  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  College  to  extend  these  bacteriological  reports  to 
cases  of  phthisis  and  typhoid  fever,  and  I  trust  this  will 
lead  to  further  good  results. 

One  doubtful  case  of  typhoid  was  submitted  by  me 
from  among  the  cases  in  Hospital,  and  proved  to  be 
genuine. 

Among  the  cases  notified  are  13  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
in  Wigmore  Schools  (all  admitted  to  Hospital),  11  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  in  the  Workhouse  (5  of  which  were  im¬ 
ported  en  masse  from  Wednesbury),  and  35  cases  of  erysi¬ 
pelas.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  notification  rate  for  the* 
Workhouse  Infirmary  is  exceptionally  high. 
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THE  PREVALENCE  OF  ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

1.— TYPHOID  FEVER. 

In  June  of  the  past  year  I  presented  to  you  a  special 
report  upon  the  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  up  to  that  date, 
and  I  now  propose  to  complete  the  statistics  lip  to  the  end 
of  the  year. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  given  in  Table  I.  of 
that  report  that  the  average  yearly  cases  for  the  ten  years 
ending  December  31st,  1899,  was  72.9,  with  a  mortality 
of  15.5.  In  the  year  1900  112  cases  were  reported,  of 
which  25  died. 

I  have  also  investigated  the  death-rate  per  100  cases, 
and  find  that  the  rate  for  the  ten  years  is  2L2,  while  the 
rate  for  1900  is  22.3.  This  is  not  excessive,  and  accords 
fairly  with  the  twenty-five  years’  rate  of  the  Hospitals 
under  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  of  17.4  per  cent, 
admissions  from  typhoid  fever.  Our  own  Hospital  death- 
rate  works  out  at  18.8,  which  is  not  unduly  high,  having 
regard  to  the  severe  character  of  some  of  the  cases 
admitted. 

The  cases,  excluding  the  12  reported  from  the  IVork- 

* 

house  and  the  Hospital,  of  which  4  (i.e.,  33  per  cent.)  died, 
amounted  to  100,  and  were  spread  over  the  Borough 
generally,  no  special  part  being  the  locality  of  the  disease 
by  itself,  and  more  than  half  of  the  cases  notified  were 
removed  to  Hospital.  Had  we  been  able  to  detect  and 
remove  one  or  two  of  the  cases  earlier,  it  is  probable  that 
a  better  result  might  have  been  attained,  but  it  is 
frequently  impossible  for  the  medical  man  in  attendance  to 
form  a  positive  diagnosis  until  the  case  is  so  far  advanced 
that  it  is  equally  dangerous  to  remove  the  patient  or  to 
leave  him  in  his  insanitary  surroundings. 

The  seasonal  prevalence  of  the  disease  was  as 
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Naturally,  among  the  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  some 
were  of  a  very  doubtful  character,  including  a  girl  with  an 
abscess  of  the  axilla,  and  a  man  with  some  slight  symptoms 
of  influenza.  Such  cases  were  detained  for  a  few  days,  and 
then  discharged  when  they  could  take  solid  food. 

In  one  case  which  ran  a  somewhat  obscure  and 
unusual  course,  a  specimen  was  taken  and  sent  to  Bir¬ 
mingham  for  bacteriological  examination,  which  verified 
the  diagnosis  of  typhoid  fever. 

Nurse  Clark  unfortunately  contracted  typhoid  fever 
while  on  duty,  and  was  ill  from  March  27th  to  May  10th, 
after  which  she  had  a  holiday  for  convalescence,  and 
returned  to  her  duties. 

Five  cases  died  within  twenty-four  hours  of  admission. 
In  some  instances  it  may  seem  that  it  was  wrong  to  have 
removed  them.  On  the  other  hand,  the  urgent  solicita¬ 
tions  of  the  medical  men  in  attendance,  and  of  the 
district  nurses,  inclined  me  to  remove  every  case  where 
the  house  was  of  such  a  character  that  proper  nursing  and 
isolation  could  not  be  obtained,  while  in  some  cases  the 
patient  was  in  a  very  destitute  state,  and  without  even  bed 
or  bedding. 

The  ward  only  contained  4  patients  at  the  close  of 
the  year,  and  will  probably  be  empty  before  this  report 
is  in  type. 

2.— MEASLES. 

Of  all  the  non-notifiable  diseases  this  acquires  a 
supreme  and  dangerous  importance  by  its  persistence  and 
fatality,  added  to  which  it  appears  to  be  on  the  increase. 

The  ten  years  ending  December,  1879,  showed  184 
deaths  from  measles,  the  next  ten  years  give  273  deaths, 
while  the  third  decade  ending  in  December,  1899,  has  a 
death-roll  from  this  cause  of  332.  The  past  year  regis¬ 
tered  no  less  than  77  deaths,  which  is  exactly  equal  to 
the  previous  maximum,  so  long  ago  as  1869.  As  only  4 
deaths  from  this  cause  were  recorded  in  1899,  the  average 
is  about  maintained. 
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I  liave  yet  to  be  convinced  that  notification  would  be 
of  any  value  in  checking  this  mortality,  but  so  long  as 
measles  is  considered  as  the  inevitable  disease  of  every 
child  under  five  (below  which  age  every  death  but  one 
occurred),  and  proper  precautions  are  not  taken  to  protect 
the  lungs,  so  long  will  the  pulmonary  death-rate  of  measles 
be  both  terrible  and  dangerous. 

3. — DIARRHCEA. 

Diarrhoea  was  responsible  for  no  less  than  77  deaths  in 
the  past  year,  of  which  73  were  those  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age.  For  the  purposes  of  comparison  I  have 
taken  out  the  same  figures  as  those  quoted  under  the  head 
of  measles. 

The  ten  years  ending  December,  1879,  showed  599 
deaths  from  diarrhoea ;  the  next  decade  is  represented  by 
520  deaths,  while  the  last  ten  years  ending  December, 
1899,  gives  773  deaths,  a  number  fairly  borne  out  by  the 
figures  of  the  last  year. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  it  is  probable  that  an 
apparent  increase  will  be  seen  even  upon  these  figures, 
as  a  movement  has  been  initiated  for  the  more  accurate 
registration  of  deaths  from  causes  akin  to  diarrhoea. 

Under  this  head  it  is  only  right  that  some  mention 
should  be  made  of  the  continual  increase  in  the  number 
of  deaths  from  disease  among  children  under  five  years 
of  age.  Decent  writers  in  the  public  press  have  devoted 
much  space  to  the  decline  in  the  British  birth-rate,  but 
this  would  be  a  mere  trifle  if  the  children  born  were 
reared. 

The  ratio  of  deaths  under  five  to  births  is,  of  course, 
of  supreme  importance  in  this  consideration,  but  the 
number  of  births  in  1871  was  2,241,  when  the  population 
was  (by  census)  48,000;  in  1881  it  was  2,110  in  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  56,300,  while  in  1891  with  a  population  of  59,500 
the  number  of  births  was  but  2,359.  Unfortunately,  at 
the  same  periods  the  number  of  deaths  under  five  years 
old  was  613,  561,  and  689.  This  year,  with  an  estimated 
population  of  64,000,  the  number  of  deaths  under  five  years 
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of  age  is  666  to  2,242  births.  In  future  years  with  the 
new  tables  of  mortality  authorized  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board,  the  causes  of  infantile  mortality  will  be  more 
differentiated,  and  I  shall  have  more  to  say  on  this  subject 
next  year.  Meanwhile,  I  trust  that  the  private  efforts 
that  I  am  making  to  prevent  infantile  mortality  may  meet 
with  some  return. 

THE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  scarlet  fever  wards  of  the  Hospital  have  been  very 
busy  during  the  year,  no  less  than  237  cases  having  been 
treated.  Of  these  118  belonged  to  West  Bromwich,  of 
whom  only  two  died ;  one  of  these  cases  did  not  die  of 
scarlet  fever,  but  from  the  results  of  an  attack  of  lung 
disease  which  followed  upon  measles.  Among  the  West 
Bromwich  cases  were  13  from  the  West  Bromwich  and 
Walsall  District  Schools  at  Wigmore,  which  could  not  be 
there  isolated,  owing  to  the  existence  of  an  outbreak  of 
measles  and  chicken-pox.  These  cases  were  admitted  by 
arrangement  with  the  Clerk  to  the  Managers  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Schools,  on  payment  of  an  agreed 
charge. 

One  hundred  and  nine  cases  were  admitted  from  the 
Urban  District  of  Handsworth,  under  the  agreement  exist¬ 
ing  with  their  District  Council,  and  of  these  4  died.  One 
other  case  died  the  day  after  discharge  of  acute  endo¬ 
carditis  ;  this  case  was  really  too  ill  to  be  taken  home,  but 
was  allowed  to  go  at  the  urgent  request  of  his  parents. 

Ten  cases  came  from  the  Urban  District  of  Perry 
Barr,  and  no  deaths  occurred  among  them.  One  of  these, 
having  shown  symptoms  of  diphtheria,  was  sent  home 
before  recovery,  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  parents,  and 
with  the  assent  of  Dr.  Richmond,  the  Medical  Officer  for 
the  District. 

The  typhoid  fever  wards  (two  in  number)  were  opened 
for  the  use  of  patients  on  January  23rd,  and  have  been 
in  use  ever  since.  As  the  special  report  on  the  prevalence 
of  this  disease,  which  I  issued  in  June  last,  is  now  brought 
up  to  date,  and  incorporated  in  this  report,  it  is  enough 
to  say  here  that  we  admitted  53  cases,  10  of  which  were 
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fatal.  One  case,  which  came  in  as  typhoid,  also  died  of 
uraemic  coma,  and  it  is  very  doubtful  if  it  was  the  subject 
of  typhoid  fever. 

Various  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  personnel  of 
the  Nursing  Staff,  and  it  now  consists  of  a  Matron,  three 
Charge  Nurses,  and  three  Probationers,  all  of  whom  are 
working  well. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Department  lias  been 
fixed  upon  the  character  and  sufficiency  of  the  water 
supply  of  this  Borough.  There  have  been  no  serious 
complaints  of  insufficiency  during  the  past  summer,  as 
in  former  years. 

Some  complaints  have  been  made  as  to  the  turbid 
condition  and  the  pollution  of  the  water  from  vegetable 
matter,  repeated  chemical  analyses  of  the  water  reveal  the 
fact  that  no  sewage  contamination  has  ever  taken  place, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  from  time  to  time  considerable 
vegetable  matter  finds  its  way  into  the  pipes.  The  bac¬ 
teriological  examinations  made  by  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  show 
the  water  to  be  absolutely  free  from  danger. 

I  have  myself  cycled  over  the  principal  gathering 
grounds  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  during 
the  past  year,  and  saw  nothing  of  a  deleterious  nature. 

THE  NEW  CORPORATION  ACT,  1900. 

The  new  Act  of  Parliament  obtained  by  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  during  the  past  year  is  now  in  force,  and  its  provisions 
are  being  put  in  force  gradually.  The  compulsory  con¬ 
version  of  large  numbers  of  midden-privies  into  the  water 
closet  system  is  occupying  the  attention  of  your  officers, 
and  it  is  a  question  how  far  it  will  be  to  the  financial 
advantage  of  the  Borough  to  put  these  clauses  in  force. 

New  powers  always  require  to  be  put  in  force  slowly 
and  after  much  previous  warning,  and,  while  the  Cor¬ 
poration  has  acquired  the  right  to  do  many  things  which 
will  ultimately  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Borough,  nothing 
will  be  gained  by  haste. 
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Among  tlie  more  important  provisions  of  tlie  new  Act 
are  those  relating  to  tuberculosis,  and  as  the  registration 
and  inspection  of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  is  more  sys¬ 
tematised  than  it  has  ever  been  before,  it  will  be  easy  to 
maintain  a  more  perfect  supervision  over  the  health  of  the 
cows  and  the  character  of  the  milk  than  formerly. 

The  Common  Lodging  Houses  are  also  the  subject  of 
certain  clauses,  and  with  these,  together  with  up-to-date 
Bye-laws,  a  more  stringent  supervision  will  be  maintained 
over  these  buildings,  which  are  always  a  source  of  danger 
to  health. 

THE  HOUSING  OE  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

While  steady  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year 
in  dealing  with  such  houses  as  could  be  brought  within  the 
operation  of  the  Act  of  1890,  the  details  of  which  will  be 
found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  statistical  report,  your 
Committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  larger  aspect 
of  the  question,  and  the  desirability  of  providing  houses 
for  the  working  classes  by  some  rate-aided  scheme.  In 
connection  with  this  subject  a  conference  was  held  in 
London  in  July,  at  which  the  Surveyor,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  myself  were  present,  and  which  was  of  a 
very  interesting  nature.  A  report  upon  this  conference  and 
upon  the  whole  question  was  presented  to  the  Committee 
bv  me  in  September  last,  and  I  have  nothing  at  present 
to  add  to  that.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion  that  something 
must  sooner  or  later  be  done  for  the  two  lowest  strata  of 
the  population,  and  while  I  am  desirous  of  seeing  some 
solution  of  the  problem  of  house  building,  I  am  even  more 
anxious  to  see  the  municipalization  of  our  Common 
Lodging  Houses,  which  I  advocated  as  long  ago  as  1892, 
and  which  I  trust  will  yet  be  accomplished. 

As  matters  stand,  I  am  unable  to  see  that,  unless 
some  new  form  of  dwelling  house  is  devised,  it  is  possible 
at  the  moment  to  make  a  scheme  of  municipal  dwellings 
self-supporting  in  West  Bromwich,  and  as  self-support  is 
an  essential  to  a  rate-aided  project,  there  is  a  deadlock. 
Whether  this  could  be  met  by  the  erection  of  flats  (which 
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I  do  not  think  would  suit  our  population),  or  by  adopting 
the  Northumbrian  cottage  with  only  one  really  good  living 
room,  to  which  I  incline,  I  cannot  here  discuss. 

I  am  also  very  desirous  to  attack  certain  of  the  areas 
which  I  have  spoken  in  previous  years,  with  a  view  to 
street  improvements,  but  so  far  a  favourable  opportunity 
has  not  arisen. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  question  of  meat  inspection  has  not  been  lost 
sight  of  during  the  year ;  the  proposal  for  a  butchers’  jury 
has  not  yet  been  brought  into  operation.  The  whole  of 
the  slaughter-houses  have  been  under  supervision,  and  I 
have  myself  seen  them  during  the  year.  I  do  not  consider 
that  there  is  at  present  any  demand  for  a  public  abattoir 
in  our  Borough,  and  until  material  changes  take  place  I 
am  not  prepared  to  recommend  one.  Indeed,  owing  to 
the  scattered  nature  of  our  population  one  would  be  of  no 
use,  and  the  compulsory  establishment  of  a  central  build¬ 
ing  would  be  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  both  trade 
and  customers. 

The  administration  of  the  Acts  relating  to  Factories 
and  Workshops  has  been  repeatedly  before  my  notice 
during  the  year,  and  I  have  been  able  to  work  in  perfect 
harmony  with  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  with  whom  I 
am  in  constant  communication.  Thirteen  notices  have 
been  received  from  him,  and  the  necessary  works  have  been 
carried  out  in  addition  to  much  work  done  without  any 
communication  from  him.  Among  other  improvements 
may  especially  be  mentioned  the  complete  reconstruction 
of  a  bakehouse  in  Hill  Top. 

The  supervision  of  cases  where  the  nuisance  com¬ 
plained  of  has  arisen  from  the  action  of  the  tenants,  and 
not  from  any  structural  defect  or  neglect  on  the  part  of 
the  owner,  has  again  given  the  department  some  anxious 
moments,  but  in  each  case  they  have  been  able  to  satisfy 
your  Committee  of  the  substantial  justice  of  their  com¬ 
plaint,  and  with  a  firm  administration  such  cases  will 
become  rarer  year  by  year.  In  the  event  (which  is  already 
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Supervision 
of  Cases 


Conclusion 


foreshadowed)  of  it  being  necessary  to  undertake  a  large 
number  of  conversions,  it  will  be  also  necessary  to  impress 
firmly  upon  those  who  use  such  conveniences  the  fact  that 
they,  and  not  the  owners  of  the  property,  are  liable  for  the 
cleanliness  and  good  order  of  the  appliances  provided  for 
them. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  do  no  less  than  express  to  my 
Committee  and  to  the  whole  of  the  Council  my  sincere 
thanks  for  their  kindness  and  consistently  friendly  attitude. 
The  administration  of  the  Acts  relating  to  Public  Health 
can  never  be  a  light  duty,  but  under  such  circumstances 
as  I  nave  experienced  for  the  past  eleven  years,  it  appears 
to  me  much  more  pleasant  than  I  could  have  thought 
when  I  commenced. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 
HERBERT  MANLEY, 

M.A.,  M.B.,  B.C.,  D.P.H.,  ETC.,  ETC., 

Fellow  San.  Instit.  Etc. 


Feb.  14th,  1901. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1900. 


J  o  the  Chairman  and  ]\I embers  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

INTRODUCTION. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  second  Annual  Report 
as  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  County  Borough  of  West 
Bromwich. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  progress  in  sanitary  matters 
referred  to  in  my  last  Report  has  been  maintained,  and 
that  in  every  department  of  our  work  substantial  ad¬ 
vances  have  been  made.  The  gratifying  results  of  the 
year’s  work,  which  are  detailed  below,  are  to  be  attributed 
in  no  small  degree  to  the  extremely  useful  assistance  ren¬ 
dered  by  Assistant  Inspector  Cotterell,  and  District 
Inspectors  Child  and  Nott. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTIONS. 

The  house-to-house  inspections  have  been  continued, 
the  District  Inspectors  having  made  a  systematic  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  of  the  houses  in  66  streets  in  different 
wards  of  the  Borough,  the  total  number  of  houses  inspected 
being  2,830,  with  an  approximately  estimated  population 
of  12,848. 

These  figures  show  an  increase  on  those  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  year,  when  2,306  houses  in  43  streets  were  examined. 

The  particulars  obtained  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
various  structural  conveniences  were  all  entered  on  the 
printed  forms  provided,  and  the  large  number  of  nuisances 
detected,  which  included  filthy  and  dilapidated  houses  and 
outbuildings,  unpaved  yard  surfaces,  choked  or  defective 
drainage,  leaking  privies  and  middens,  offensive  accumula¬ 
tions,  and  overcrowding  were  subsequently  dealt  with. 
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All  possible  facilities  for  inspection  were  afforded  by 
the  occupiers,  the  opposition  offered  when  these  systematic 
inspections  were  originally  initiated,  having  completely 
disappeared. 

Special  instructions  were  given  to  the  occupiers  on 
the  occasions  of  these  visits  as  to  the  cleansing  of  houses, 
yards,  and  sanitary  conveniences,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  such  systematic  inspections  have  been  produc¬ 
tive  of  much  benefit. 

MIS CELLANEOUS  IN  SPECTIONS . 

The  number  of  miscellaneous  inspections  made  during 
the  year  was  7,582.  These  visits  included  visits  made  to 
premises  concerning  which  complaints  had  been  received, 
and  also  periodical  inspections  of  the  common  yards  or 
courts  in  all  parts  of  the  district.  A  special  register  has 
been  compiled  of  the  various  yards  used  in  common  in  the 
Borough,  and  arrangements  have  now  been  made  for  these 
to  be  inspected  at  least  once  every  month. 

The  whole  of  the  licensed  houses  in  the  Borough  have 
also  been  visited,  and  particulars  obtained  respecting  the 
sanitary  conveniences  used  in  connection  therewith. 

NOTICES  SERVED,  ETC. 

The  large  number  of  nuisances  detected  in  the  course 
of  the  house-to-house  and  miscellaneous  inspections  neces¬ 
sitated  the  service  of  1,836  preliminary  notices  on  owners 
and  occupiers,  particulars  of  which  are  given  in  Table  II. 
The  premises  were  subsequently  re-inspected  either  by 
the  District  Inspectors  or  myself,  6,069  visits  having  been 
so  made,  and  206  statutory  notices  were  afterwards  ordered 
to  be  served.  Ao  fewer  than  536  letters  were  written  to 
owners  calling  their  attention  to  notices  which  had  not 
received  attention,  and  a  large  number  of  appointments 
have  been  kept  with  owners,  agents,  or  builders  respecting 
sanitary  work  required  to  be  carried  out. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 

From  the  details  given  in  Table  III.  it  will  be  seen 
that  3,014  nuisances  have  been  abated,  and  that  a  large 
number  of  important  sanitary  improvements  have  been 
carried  out. 
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Filthy  and  Dilapidated  Houses  and  Outbuildings. 

Tlie  number  of  bouses  cleansed,  whitewashed,  or 
repapered  is  527,  as  against  317  last  year,  in  addition  to 
which  structural  repairs  to  the  internal  brickwork,  plaster¬ 
ing,  or  woodwork  have  been  executed  in  329  houses.  Two 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  leaking  roofs  have  been  made 
watertight,  and  in  277  cases  new  eaves  and  downspouting 
have  been  provided,  or  the  existing  spouting  has  been 
repaired.  One  hundred  and  fifty-four  filthy  and  dilapi¬ 
dated  wash-houses  or  brew-houses  have  been  limewashed 
and  repaired,  a  large  number  of  stoneware  bends  having 
been  fixed  in  sinks  to  carry  off  the  waste  water  therefrom. 

Surface  Paving  and  Drainage  in  Yards  and  Entries. 

The  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  paving  in  so  many 
of  the  yards  and  entries  in  the  Borough  was  referred  to  in 
my  last  Report.  During  the  past  year  149  yards  have 
been  wholly  or  partially  paved,  as  compared  with  62  in 
1899.  The  increased  powers  given  in  the  new  Corpora¬ 
tion  Act  with  reference  to  paving  should  ensure  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  a  reasonable  amount  of  paving  in  all  yards,  a 
sanitary  reform  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  Borough, 
in  view  of  the  filthy  state  of  the  approaches  to  so  many 
houses  caused  by  the  accumulation  of  stagnant  water  and 
mud  on  yard  surfaces.  Surface  channels  have  been  relaid 
or  repaired  in  53  cases. 

A  proper  system  of  drainage  connected  with  the  sewer 
has  been  provided  for  28  premises,  which  were  previously 
undrained  ;  in  two  other  cases,  where  the  sewer  was  not 
within  the  prescribed  distance,  proper  cesspools  were  con¬ 
structed,  into  which  the  drains  of  the  houses  now  discharge. 
In  one  instance,  where  the  owner  had  neglected  to  comply 
with  a  notice,  the  work  was  executed  by  the  Corporation 
workmen.  Thirteen  drains  have  been  relaid  or  repaired,  and 
64  foul  untrapped  yard  drains  have  been  provided  with 
stoneware  gully  traps.  Seventy-three  drains  which  were 
choked  have  been  opened  and  cleansed,  in  addition  to 
a  large  number  of  gullies  which  were  only  temporarily 
obstructed,  and  which  were  opened  by  occupiers  after 
verbal  notice  had  been  given. 
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Privy  and  W ater-Closet  Accommodation. 

Nuisances  arising  from  foul,  wet,  open  privy-middens 
have  egain  been  very  numerous,  percolations  of  faecal 
matter  being,  as  usual,  very  prevalent.  In  146  instances 
owners  have  had  the  middens  cemented  to  prevent  further 
percolations,  but  in  a  large  number  of  instances  the  desired 
object  has  not  been  achieved,  the  percolations  recurring 
time  after  time  when  the  pits  became  partially  filled.  In 
a  considerable  number  of  cases  owners  have  recognised 
the  futility  of  this  procedure,  and  have,  in  consequence, 
converted  the  privies  into  water-closets.  In  all  79  privies 
have  been  abolished,  and  100  water-closets  substituted,  2  . 
of  these  only  being  waste  water-closets,  the  number  of 
water-closets  fixed  in  1899  being  88.  In  33  cases  middens 
have  been  filled  in  to  the  ground  level  and  covered  and 
ventilated,  but  this  method  of  procedure  has  not  been 
recommended,  in  view  of  the  powers  of  compulsory  con¬ 
version  now  possessed  bj^  the  Corporation.  In  addition, 
89  dilapidated  privies,  middens,  or  ashpits  have  been  re¬ 
paired,  and  five  additional  water-closets  have  been  provided 
where  no  accommodation  existed,  or  where  the  existing 
accommodation  was  insufficient. 

In  one  case  where  a  notice  under  Section  36  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  had  been  served  on  the  owners  to 
provide  suitable  water-closet  accommodation,  the  requisite 
works  had  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Corporation  in  default 
of  compliance.  The  connections  of  32  water-closets  have 
been  repaired,  and  in  25  instances  the  flushing  apparatus 
has  been  put  in  order.  Notwithstanding  the  large  number 
of  water-closets  now  erected,  and  the  increased  number 
of  visits  paid  by  the  District  Inspectors,  the  nuisances 
arising  from  choked  water-closets  are  by  no  means 
numerous,  121  closets  having  been  cleansed  by  owners  or 
occupiers. 

OCCUPIERS7  NOTICES. 

Although  a  large  number  of  notices  have  been  served 
on  owners  to  abate  nuisances  arising  from  structural 
defects,  the  responsibilities  of  occupiers  for  insanitary 
surroundings,  caused  by  their  own  neglect  or  carelessness, 
have  not  been  lost  sight  of,  and  no  fewer  than  499  notices 
had  been  served  on  occupiers  during  the  year. 
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Overcrowding  lias  again  been  very  prevalent,  some 
very  bad  cases  being  reported  on.  In  one  case  a  bedroom 
was  occupied  by  nine  individuals,  five  females  aged  19, 
17,  15,  9,  6  respectively,  four  males  aged  15,  13,  11,  5 
respectively,  the  cubic  capacity  of  the  bedroom  being  1,020 
feet.  In  the  same  street  a  much  smaller  bedroom  was 
occupied  by  three  females  aged  18,  12,  9,  and  four  males 
aged  16,  14,  8,  6  respectively.  In  addition  to  the  absence  of 
sufficient  separation  of  sexes,  the  cubic  space  was  also  at 
times  extremely  limited,  several  adults  having  less  than  150 
cubic  feet  of  air  space  for  sleeping  purposes.  In  most  of  these 
cases  the  nuisance  was  abated  by  the  persons  leaving  the 
premises  in  question,  but  in  more  than  one  case  to  lake  pos¬ 
session  of  a  house  equally  small.  The  question  of  the  oft- 
times  filthy  approaches  to  privies,  middens,  and  ashpits  used 
in  common  has  been  to  the  fore  during  the  year,  and  of  the 
notices  served  on  the  occupiers  no  fewrer  than  336  have  had 
reference  to  this  matter.  On  the  whole,  an  improvement 
has  taken  place,  but  this  can  only  be  maintained  by 
frequent  visitations  on  the  part  of  the  District  Inspectors. 
Offensive  accumulations  of  manure  have  been  dealt  with 
mainly  under  Secton  49  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
wdiich  empowers  local  authorities  to  remove  and  dispose 
of  the  manure  in  case  of  default.  In  no  single  instance 
was  it  necessary  to  adopt  this  alternative,  the  occupiers 
invariably  arranging  for  the  removal  of  the  objectionable 
accumulation  themselves. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Fifty-six  legal  proceedings  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  were  authorized,  but  summonses  were  only  issued 
in  17  cases.  In  no  single  instance  were  the  Corporation 
unsuccessful,  adjournments  being  granted  in  8  cases  to 
enable  the  notices  to  be  complied  with,  the  owners  or  occu¬ 
piers  subsequently  paying  the  costs,  orders  being  made  for 
abatement  and  payment  of  costs  in  4  instances. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  1CT,  1890. 

Eight  representations  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  were  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the 
usual  notices  were  served.  Eight  houses  were  closed  by  the 


20 


owners  prior  to  proceedings  being  instituted,  and  in  two  cases 
where  proceedings  were  taken  closing  orders  were  made, 
the  Stipendiary  inflicting  a  fine  of  20s.  in  one  instance. 
In  two  other  cases,  where  proceedings  had  been  taken 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  1875,  the  Stipendiary  made 
a  closing  order  under  Section  97  with  respect  to  three 
houses. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Eleven  samples  of  drinking  water,  including  samples 
from  the  public  main  have  been  taken  for  analysis,  and  in 
six  instances  polluted  wells  have  been  closed  and  drinking 
water  from  the  main  laid  on.  In  addition,  11  houses 
which  were  without  a  sufficient  supply  of  drinking  water 
have  had  a  proper  supply  provided. 

INSPECTION  OF  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND 

FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Three  slaughter-houses  have  been  licensed  during  the 
year,  and  there  are  now  41  slaughter-houses  on  the  register. 
These  have  been  inspected  weekly ;  no  fewer  than  1,261 
inspections  have  been  made  by  the  Assistant  Inspector  or 
myself.  The  increased  surveillance  and  the  administration 
of  the  provisions  of  the  new  bye-laws  has  resulted  in  great 
improvements  in  the  condition  of  the  slaughter-houses, 
and  with  but  few  exceptions  they  are  now  kept  in  a 
thoroughly  cleanly  condition.  The  Assistant  has  called 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself  in  on  several 
occasions  to  inspect  suspicious  carcases.  Two  seizures  have 
taken  place,  one  being  the  carcase  of  a  calf,  and  the  other 
a  shoulder  of  mutton,  the  same  being  subsequently  con¬ 
demned  and  ordered  to  be  destroyed.  Proceedings  w^ere 
authorized  in  each  instance,  and  in  the  first  case  the  owner 
of  the  calf  agreed  to  a  penalty  of  £2  and  costs  being  in¬ 
flicted  on  him.  In  the  second  case  the  butcher  absconded 
before  the  issue  of  the  summons. 

The  proceedings  which  were  pending  at  the  end  of  the 
previous  year  against  a  butcher  for  neglecting  to  notify  a 
change  of  occupancy,  and  also  for  having  the  carcase  of  a 
pig  in  an  unsound  condition  on  his  premises,  were  heard 
before  the  Stipendiary,  when  the  defendant  was  ordered 
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to  pay  the  costs  in  the  first  case,  and  in  the  second  case 
the  summons  was  dismissed,  and  the  Corporation  ordered 
to  pay  costs  amounting  to  £2  2s.,  the  Stipendiary  holding 
that  the  defendant  was  not  the  owner  of  the  pig  in  question. 

Owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  a  slaughter¬ 
house  in  Lower  High  Street  the  annual  licence  was  tem¬ 
porarily  suspended,  and  as  the  occupier  still  continued 
slaughtering  a  summons  was  issued.  The  defendant  sub¬ 
sequently  undertook  to  pay  all  costs  incurred,  to  comply 
with  the  bye-laws,  and  to  abandon  a  contention  raised 
that  the  slaughter-house  was  not  subject  to  an  annual 
licence,  and  the  summons  was  then  withdrawn. 

Acting  on  my  suggestion  small  lots  of  meat,  fruit, 
and  fish  which  had  become  unsound,  but  where  the 
exposure  for  sale  was  evidently  due  to  inadvertence,  have 
from  time  to  time  been  removed  and  destroyed. 

INSPECTION  OF  DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Nineteen  applications  for  registration  of  dairies  and 
cowsheds  have  been  received  during  the  year,  and  of  these 
15  have  been  granted,  the  number  of  dairies  and  cowsheds 
on  the  register  being  109.  One  hundred  and  ninety-eight, 
visits  have  been  paid  to  the  various  dairies  and  cowsheds 
during  the  year,  and  several  important  structural  altera¬ 
tions  have  been  carried  out.  The  model  regulations  ad¬ 
verted  to  in  last  year’s  report  have  now  been  finally  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  will  come  into 
force  in  May  next,  when  it  will  be  possible  to  effect,  a  large 
number  of  alterations  in  the  condition  of  existing  cowsheds. 

INSPECTION  OF  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district  have  also 
been  inspected  weekly,  visits  being  paid  both  day  and  night. 
In  one  instance  only,  however,  can  the  premises  be  said  to 
be  structurally  fitted  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are 
used,  but  in  view  of  the  new  bye-laws  and  regulations 
which  have  been  adopted,  and  the  provisions  of  the  West 
Bromwich  Corporation  Act,  1900,  relating  to  Common 
Lodging  Houses,  it  should  now  be  possible  to  effect  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  these  premises. 
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INSPECTION  OF  CANAL  BOATS. 

The  number  of  canal  boats  inspected,  284,  is  the 
largest  on  record.  Thirty-five  contraventions  were  re¬ 
ported,  which  were  as  follows  :  — Certificate  not  produced, 

10  cases  ;  overcrowding,  5  ;  want  of  cleanliness,  2 ;  want 
of  painting,  4 ;  absence  of  sufficient  water  cask,  2 ;  failure 
to  remove  bilge  water,  2 ;  dilapidations,  10.  Thirty-five 
notices  were  served,  and  in  33  cases  the  matters  complained 
of  were  remedied,  2  being  the  subject  of  correspondence 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  His  Majesty’s  Inspector  of  Canal 
Boats  visited  the  district  during  the  year  and  signed  the 
necessary  books.  Every  possible  facility  for  inspection  was 
afforded  by  the  occupiers  of  the  boats. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Tnree  hundred  and  twenty-two  cases  of  infectious 
disease  have  been  reported  on,  and  248  rooms  have  been 
fumigated  afier  removal,  recovery,  or  death  of  the  patients. 
On  two  occasions  it  has  been  necessary  to  obtain  Magis¬ 
trate’s  orders  for  the  removal  of  patients  suffering  from 
scarlet  fever  to  the  Borough  Hospital  from  houses  where 
insufficient  means  of  isolation  existed.  ffsTo  opposition  to 
the  removal  was  offered  in  the  first  case,  which  occurred  at 
Sand  Street,  but  in  the  second  case,  which  came  from  Bull 
Lane,  the  occupier  refused  to  permit  the  child  to  be 
removed,  and  instructions  were  given  for  the  issue  of  a 
summons  for  obstruction.  Later  in  the  day  the  occupier 
called  at  the  office,  and  expressed  his  regret  at  the  action 
he  had  taken,  and  asked  that  the  child  might  be  removed, 
which  was  done,  and  further  proceedings  were  stayed.  In 

11  cases  bedding  was  destroyed,  and  new  bedding  was 
provided  in  every  instance. 

REMOVAL  OF  NIGHTSOIL  AND  DRY  REFUSE. 

The  removal  of  the  contents  of  privy-middens  and  dry 
ashpits  has  again  been  executed  by  contract,  the  amount 
expended  during  the  past  year  being  £2,936  19s.  4d.  The 
number  of  emptyings  of  privies  has  been  7,606,  as  compared 
with  6,743  last  year,  an  increase  of  a  most  satisfactory 
character,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  fact  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  privies  is  decreasing,  as  it  tends  to  show  that  the 
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cleansing  operations  are  carried  out  more  frequently  than 
heretofore.  The  number  of  dry  ashpits  emptied  was  1,033. 
The  weekly  removal  of  the  contents  of  dust  bins  has  been 
carried  out  by  men  directly  employed  by  the  Department, 
at  a  total  cost  of  £323  8s.  2d.  The  number  of  dust  bins  on 
the  list  is  1,642,  as  compared  with  1,504  in  1899. 

The  temporary  nature  of  the  present  accommodation 
for  the  reception  of  nightsoil  is  a  fact  which  is  at  present 
under  discussion,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  unless 
early  action  is  taken  in  the  matter  of  conversion,  the  Cor¬ 
poration  will  have  to  face  a  considerable  additional  outlay 
in  order  that  the  refuse  may  be  deposited  at  a  sufficiently 
remote  distance  from  houses. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  H.  SPEARS,  Assoc.  San.  Inst., 

1st  January,  1901.  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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IV.— RESULTS  OF  LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 
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Food  and  Drug’s  Inspector’s  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31st,  1900. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  herewith  to  submit  a  Report  of  the  work  carried 
out  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  during  the 
year  1900. 

I  have  obtained  170  samples  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above  Acts,  151  of  which  were  submitted  for  analysis,  and 
consisted  of  the  following  :  — Milks,  60 ;  skim  milk,  1  ; 
butter,  36 ;  margarine,  2 ;  pepper,  7 ;  lard,  2 ;  ginger,  1 ; 
coifee,  6  ;  baking  powder,  3  ;  drugs,  5  ;  syrups,  4  ;  jams,  5  ; 
beer,  13  ;  spirits,  6.  These  were  all  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst,  who  certified  134  samples  (88.74  per  cent.)  as 
“  genuine/7  9  samples  (5.  96  per  cent.) — all  of  which  were 
milks — as  “  inferior,”  and  8  samples  (5.3  per  cent.)  as 
“  adulterated. 77 

The  number  of  adulterated  samples  is  less  than  in 
any  previous  year,  being  ony  5.3  per  cent.,  as  compared 
with  9.4  per  cent,  as  representing  the  percentage  of  adul¬ 
terated  samples  throughout  the  United  Kingdom. 

By  your  direction  the  vendors  of  three  milk  samples 
and  one  of  the  spirit  samples  were  cautioned  by  me,  as  the 
amount,  of  adulteration  was  not  considered  sufficient  to 
warrant  proceedings. 

Proceedings  have  been  taken  against  the  vendors  of 
five  of  the  adulterated  milk  samples,  and  convictions  were 
obtained  in  four  cases,  the  remaining  case  being  withdrawn 
on  payment  of  costs,  as  it  was  proved  by  the  taking  of 
subsequent  samples  that  the  farmer  himself  was  at  that 
time  supplying  the  retailer  with  watered  milk.  A  summons 
was  issued  against  the  farmer,  and  a  conviction  was 
obtained. 


Tlie  beer  samples  were  the  first  ever  obtained  within 
the  district,  and  were  taken  in  consequence  of  arsenic 
having  been  largely  found  in  the  beers  of  the  Manchester 
and  Lichfield  and  other  districts. 

It  has  been  proved  that  arsenic  was  conveyed  to  the 
beer  through  the  use  of  impure  sulphuric  acid  being  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  manufacture  of  glucose,  an  article  largely 
used  in  the  process  of  brewing. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  all  the  samples  obtained  have 
been  certified  as  k’k  genuine.'1 

As  glucose  is  also  largely  used  in  the  process  of  manu¬ 
facture  of  jams  and  syrups,  to  prevent  the  granulation 
of  the  sugar,  I  have  also  obtained  samples  of  these  articles, 
and  they  were  all  certified  as  “  free  from  arsenic.” 

In  the  appended  table  I  give  particulars  of  the  nature, 
number,  and  quality  of  the  articles  examined. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  WM.  DATES,  Inspector. 
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Analyst’s  Report. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  an  account  of  the  work  per¬ 
formed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  during  the  year 
1900. 

The  total  number  of  samples  received  for  analysis  was 

151. 

Adul- 


Total. 

Genuine. 

Inferior. 

terated, 

First  quarter 

35 

28 

4 

3 

Second  quarter 

35 

32 

2 

1 

Third  quarter 

35 

29 

3 

3 

Fourth  quarter 

46 

45 

0 

1 

151 

134 

9 

8 

The  following  table  gives  a  description  of  the  nature 
and  quality  of  the  articles  analysed  :  — 


Description  of  Article. 

Genuine. 

Inferior. 

Adul¬ 

terated. 

Total. 

Milk 

44 

9 

7 

60 

Skim  Milk  ... 

1 

1 

Butter 

36 

... 

36 

Margarine 

2 

2 

Camphorated  Oil 

2 

2 

Pepper 

7 

•  •  • 

7 

Glycerine 

2 

2 

Lard 

2 

2 

Ground  Ginger 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder 

3 

3 

Coffee 

3 

3 

Coffee  Mixture 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

Milk  of  Sulphur 

1 

1 

Golden  Syrup 

4 

4 

Jam  ... 

5 

5 

Spirits 

5 

1 

6 

Beer 

13 

... 

. . . 

13 

134 

9 

8 

151 

36 


The  total  number  of  samples  found  to  be  adulterated 
was  8,  which  on  the  articles  examined  represents  a  per¬ 
centage  of  5.3,  a  much  lower  figure  than  was  recorded  in  the 
previous  year,  when  10.7  per  cent,  of  the  foods  and  drugs 
received  were  condemned.  The  last  Local  Government 
Board  Report,  issued  for  the  year  1899,  gives  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  adulterated  samples  as  being  8.7  per  cent,  of  those 
examined. 

Dairy  produce,  as  usual,  provided  nearly  two-thirds  of 
the  samples  purchased  in  your  Borough  for  analysis.  Of 
the  muk  11.4  per  cent,  had  been  tampered  with,  and  14.7 
per  cent,  were  of  decidedly  poor  quality.  The  whole  of 
the  butters  proved  to  be  genuine. 

The  discovery  of  arsenic  in  beer,  derived  chiefly  from 
the  use  of  arsenical  glucose  by  certain  breweries,  led  to 
the  submission  of  a  number  of  samples  of  that  beverage, 
and  also  of  jams  and  syrups,  in  the  manufacture  of  which 
glucose  is  occasionally  used.  Arsenic  proved  to  be  absent 
in  all  the  samples  received  from  Inspector  Davis. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendors  of  adul¬ 
terated  articles  in  four  cases,  and  convictions  were  obtained, 

In  addition  to  the  above  work  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts,  twelve  samples  of  water  were  reported  on.  In 
ten  instances  the  analytical  results  afforded  strong  evidence 
of  the  pollution  of  the  wells  with  sewage  or  animal  matter, 
and  the  waters  were  accordingly  condemned  as  being  unsafe 
for  drinking  purposes. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

HARRY  SILVESTER,  F.I.C. 


